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One of the best known and most important references on the life of Christ ever written, Alfred

Edersheim's "The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah" is a storehouse of information on the

background of the New Testament. This classic work successfully portrays the streets, the

marketplaces, the religious conflicts, the people, and the places of Jesus' earthly

ministry.Edersheim divides his work into five sections, or books:  Book 1 "The Preparation for the

Gospel"Introductory historical, religious, political, and cultural material based on the author's

extensive knowledge of Jewish lore and customs. Book 2 "From Bethlehem to Jordan"The

background of Herod and his reign, St. John the Baptist and his message, and the birth and baptism

of Jesus. Book 3 "From Jordan to the Mount of Transfiguration"Thirty-seven chapters explore the

miracles and teachings of Jesus' early ministry. Book 4 "The Descent into the Valley of

Humiliation"A history of the latter part of Jesus' ministry from the Transfiguration to the journey to

Jerusalem. Book 5 "The Cross and the Crown"A chronicle of each day of Passion Week, from Palm

Sunday to the Resurrection. AppendicesValuable background material on Jewish history, tradition,

and law"
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Alfred Edersheim (1825 89) was a Vienna-born biblical scholar who converted from Judaism to

Christianity. A veteran minister and missionary to the Jews of Romania, Edersheim left an enduring

and priceless legacy to followers of Christ. Among his most widely read works are "The Life and

Times of Jesus the Messiah, The Temple: Its Ministry and Services, " and "Bible History Old

Testament.""

Never has a book so completely clarified the rabbinical treatment of Scriptures from The Assyrian

Captivity to the 20th century. Scholarly but readable like a story. Can' imagine a pastor or serious

student of Israel or the Bible being without it.

This is one of the great Christian classics! Great Jewish scholar Alfred Edershein accepted Jesus of

Nazareth as his Messiah, and shared his knowledge of the world in which Jesus lived in this book.

The language may be a little difficult for some today, but it's well worth it. I find the book fascinating

and very helpful. Very highly recommended!

Great reference book. Swindoll calls this his go to reference book about Jesus' life. It might seem

like TMI BUT BETTER TOO MUCH THAN NOT ENOUGHABOUT YOUR LORD.

This is the best book ever written by man! I love the reverent, loving and scholarly way this was

written. Everyone should read this wonderful book! The author paints a full picture of the area and

times of Jesus with wonderful insight and psychology of human behavior of the people in the stories.

I feel like I am living among them as i read.

This book is wonderful for anyone wanting more detail about Jesus, the Apostles etc.... And the fact

that Edersheim was a former Orthodox Jew meant that he was a very well trained scholar and

teacher of the scriptures. The book is very meaty with lots of details, but it thoroughly fills in the

background of Jesus' day and also teaches a good deal about Judaism. I would highly recommend

it for any seminary student.

The language can get a bit flowery but solid Biblical/Jewish thought that we are seldom exposed to

in 21 century seminary graduates.

Edersheim is unsurpassed in his knowledge of primary source material relating to the historical



context of Jesus life, locations, deeds, and whereabouts. This book is daunting in its size, but

well-worth the effort. In some respects, it gets better and better the further you go. It can really help

bring you one step closer to the Jesus of the New Testament in his historical Jewish and Roman

context. I read this book while referring frequently to Rose's book of Bible Maps and Charts, which

has lots of nice maps of Israel, and have really grown in my understanding of the geography of

Israel and biblical history as a result.
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